
 

 

Myakka Valley Ranches Improvement Association, Inc. 
Board Minutes, July 20, 2015 at 7:00 PM 

Location: St. Margaret of Scotland Episcopal Church, 8700 State Road 72, Sarasota, FL 34241 
Proper Notification of meeting permanently posted on sign at the guardhouse. 

Board meets on the third Monday each month. 
MVRIA Rule Meeting Attendance-reminder is posted & available on 

MVRIA website (MVRIA.com) 

 
Frank DiCicco called the meeting to order at 7:07 and declared a quorum.  Board 
members present were Frank DiCicco, Jennifer Peeples, Jackie Vizzi, Vicki Butler, Deb 
Houston, Lynn Reid, Bill Still, Dan Taylor, and Wendy Ying. Vivian Zabik and Heather 
Nestle were absent with apologies. 
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF LAST BOARD MEETING June 15, 2015. 
Frank DiCicco moved to approve the minutes of the June 15, 2015. Lynn Reid 
seconded. The minutes were unanimously approved.  
 

1. President’s Report:  Frank DiCicco mentioned that Jackie Vizzi found roofing 

nails in her driveway and had a flat tire.  A police report was made.  Horses on 

other properties have been hurt by roofing nails thrown into pastures.   

 

Frank DiCicco reported on the online payment system is up and running well. 

The late charge for payment of assessments was extended to July 31, 2015.  

 

Jennifer Peeples will investigate a surety bond for authorized signers which 

would provide further insurance. 

 

The home with the posts along the road in the unrecorded section has been sold.  

The new owners will remove the posts.  

 

The cell tower was approved at the county meeting.  The next step will be 

approval by the County Board of Commissioners.  Local safety issues were 

stressed. 

 

Frank DiCicco presented a plan to address members who are in arrears on their 

annual assessments.  He proposed to contact these members and offer to 

reduce the 18% interest and forgive the $100 late fee. Members should contact 

MVRIA president Frank DiCicco or Vice-president Jennifer Peeples to make 

arrangements. The offer expires August 31, 2015.  The letters will initially be sent 

by regular mail and will be followed by a phone call from Frank DiCicco.  Lynn 

Reid recommended that contact information for Frank DiCicco and Jennifer 

Peeples be added to the letter.  Motion made by Frank DiCicco to adopt the 



 

 

program.  The motion was seconded by Wendy Ying.  The motion to implement 

the plan was unanimous. 

 

Several MVRIA committees have had new volunteers.  Motion to approve the 

new committees made by Frank DiCicco and seconded by Lynn Reid. The 

motion was approved unanimously. 

 

Committees 

1. Disaster Preparedness Committee: Karin McMurtrie, Tom Perry, Carrie 

Perry 

2. Document Revision Project, Lawsuits: Frank DiCicco, Jennifer Peeples, 

Jackie Vizzi, (Jim Holthaus and Liz Still on the Document Revision Project). 

3. Compliance, Construction, Parks, Mowing, Signs, Variances, Easements, 

Overhanging Trees: Bill Still, Eddie Oyer, Heather Nestle, Mark Zabik, John 

Kolb, Andy Behn, Chris Thomas 

4. Roads & Road Assessment: Frank DiCicco, Dan Taylor, Jennifer Peeples, 

Jim Holthaus, and Candace Holthaus. 

5. Security and Community Awareness: Dale Ream, Eddie Oyer 

6. Saddle Trails: Wendy Ying, Mark Zabik, Heather Nestle, Lynn Reid 

7. Sunshine Welcome: Vicky Butler, Jennifer Peeples 

8. Entrance Beautification (Turning Lane updates, Landscaping, Guard 

House, Lights, Archway, Signs, Bulletin Board, and Fundraising): Jennifer 

Peeples, Frank DiCicco, Vicky Butler, Vivian Zabik, Mark Zabik, Heather Nestle, 

Sally Corcoran. 

9. Finance Committee: Frank DiCicco, Jennifer Peeples, Dan Taylor, Candace 

Holthaus 

 

 

2. Vice President’s Report: Jennifer Peeples proposed to schedule the next 

“Myakka Valley Clean-Up Day” for Saturday September 12, 2015, which is the 

weekend after Labor Day. Jackie Vizzi seconded the motion.  It was unanimously 

approved. Notice will go into Trails and Tales. 

    

3. Secretary’s Report: No report  

 

4. Treasurer’s Report:  Jennifer Peeples, interim treasurer, reported on the 

financial summary. A resident questioned why the road study was listed twice.  

Frank DiCicco and Jennifer Peeples will look into it.   

 



 

 

5. Document Revision and Lawsuits Committee: Frank DiCicco reported the 

road assessment case has been settled. The money is an escrow account 

pending all the final paperwork. The lawyer has been ill, which has held up the 

progress.  Depositions for the current lawsuit have been scheduled for 

September. 

 

 

6. Roads and Road Assessment Committee: Frank DiCicco stated that the 

construction company will begin the turn lane in August.  Hopefully, it will be 

completed in September.  Once the turning lane is in, the entrance will be fixed-

up.  Four potholes were patched by All South Parking Lot Paving for a total of 

$400.  Residents should contact Frank DiCicco if they see a pothole. 

 

7. Saddle Trail Committee: Wendy Ying reported that the “No Motorized Vehicles” 

signs have been made and delivered.  She will get volunteers to dig holes to 

install them.  The signs were more than the estimate, so she ordered seven less 

that previously approved.  Wendy Ying made a motion to order seven more signs 

for a total of $196.00 and order the hardware needed to put up the Myakka 

Valley Trail and Old Ranch Road sign for $38 for a total of $234. Motion was 

seconded by Lynn Reid.  The motion was approved unanimously.  Bill Still will 

collect additional sign hardware from John Kolb as soon as possible.   

 

8. Community Awareness and Security Committee:  There were many 

mailboxes vandalized on Saturday night June 18.  If incidents continue, contact 

Dale Ream who will call the police.  Dale’s number will be published in the Trails 

and Tales. 

 

9. Entrance Beautification Committee:  Jennifer Peeples made a motion to add 

Vicki Butler to the Beautification Committee.  Dan Taylor offered to step down.  

The motion was seconded by Jackie Vizzi. The committee will meet Thursday 

August 6, 2015 at 7:00 at Jennifer Peeple’s home to finalize a plan with several 

options for the Board to vote on at August 17th Board meeting. Jennifer Peeples 

will consult with TJ’s landscape who have volunteered to donate plants.  The 

license plate holders have not yet arrived. 

 

10. Compliance, Construction, Parks, Mowing, Signs, Variances, Easements, 

and Overhanging: Bill Still reported there are no new complaints or variances.  

There is ongoing noise from the lot with a motorbike track. The owners refuse to 

meet with the board president and vice-president. One resident noted there is a 

palm tree that is growing so close to Myakka Valley Trail that it is a safety 



 

 

hazard. Jennifer Peeples will contact the homeowner.   

 

11. Sunshine Committee and Directory: Jennifer Peeples made a motion to add 

Westwood residents in the upcoming directory.  The motion was seconded by Bill 

Still. The directory has undergone multiple proof-readings.   Westwood already 

has a directory; it should be about one page added to the Myakka Valley 

Directory. Tom Perry will investigate and contact Jennifer Peeples with the list of 

Westwood residents. The motion passed with 8 for inclusion and one, Jackie 

Vizzi, opposed.  

 

12. Disaster Preparedness: Karin McMurtrie is the committee representative from 

Myakka Valley; Tom and Carrie Perry are committee representatives from Westwood.  

The committee would like to have a representative from the unrecorded section.  Karin 

McMurtrie and Tom Perry met with Bill Still and Frank DiCicco to collect the Disaster 

Preparedness equipment.  Karin McMurtrie would like to change the name of the 

committee to the Incident Response Team.  They plan to contact sector commanders 

and captains and update sector information.  They also plan to test the radio system. 

Karin McMurtrie has created a Facebook page for Myakka Valley/Westwood and would 

like to additionally communicate with residents through the Trails and Tales.  The next 

county CERT class is mid-October.  Training for DART the large animal response team 

will be scheduled in the future. Karin McMurtrie requested that the board members look 

at the Facebook page and give input. Frank made a motion to accept the proposal and 

the name change. The motion was seconded by Wendy Ying and was unanimously 

approved. 

    

13. Ditches:  No report. 

 

14. Trails n Tales:  TNT to include a notice for September Clean-Up Day and 

updates from the Incident Response Team. 

 

  

15. Residents’ Questions: None 

Frank DiCicco made a motion to adjourn and Dan Taylor seconded. The meeting 

was adjourned at 8:39. 


