
 

 

Myakka Valley Ranches Improvement Association, Inc. 

Board Minutes, February 20, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 

Location: St. Margaret of Scotland Episcopal Church, 8700 State Road 72, Sarasota, FL  34241 

Proper Notification of meeting permanently posted on sign at the guardhouse. 

Board meets on the third Monday each month. 

MVRIA Rule Meeting Attendance Reminder is posted and available on  

MVRIA website (MVRIA.com) 

 

Frank DiCicco called the meeting to order at 7:05 and declared a quorum.  Board members 

present were Frank DiCicco, Jennifer Peeples, Jackie Vizzi, Vicki Butler, Deb Houston, Heather 

Nestle, Lynn Reid, Bill Still, Dan Taylor, and Wendy Ying.  Vivian Zabik was absent. 

APPROVE MINUTES OF LAST BOARD MEETING January 16, 2017. 

Frank DiCicco moved to approve the minutes for January 16, 2017. Lynn Reid seconded.  The 

minutes were unanimously approved 

1. President’s Report: Fran DiCicco presented a realtors’ report about house sales in 

Myakka Valley Ranches.  Sales and prices are up; it is beneficial that MVR now has high 

speed internet available, improved cell service, no current lawsuits, and a 

comprehensive road plan.   

At the 2016 Annual Meeting, the membership approved the internet project and the use 

of the little park for Myakka Communications hub structure.  A variance was approved 

at a previous board meeting before the exact measurements were available.  The 

leading edge of the structure is 87.5 feet from the center of the road; this requires a 

variance of 112.5 feet from the center line of Myakka Valley Trail. Frank DiCicco made a 

motion to approve the variance, and it was seconded by Heather Nestle.  The motion 

was unanimously approved.  

Frank DiCicco made a motion to allow Myakka Communications to use the easements in 

Myakka Valley Ranches in order to run the lines to provide residents with high speed 

internet.  The motion was seconded by Jennifer Peeples and passed unanimously. 

Per our attorney’s advice, MRIA has entered into an indemnification agreement with 

Myakka Communications.  MVRIA will bear the expense of a lawsuit should one arise 

about using the easements and coming through the park.  Frank DiCicco made a motion 



to take our attorney’s advice and accept the indemnification agreement.  Jackie Vizzi 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

2. Vice President’s Report:  Jennifer Peeples reported that there will be new t-shirts at the 

Annual Meeting.  Jennifer Peeples is seeking sponsors for the shirts.   

3. Secretary’s Report: Jackie Vizzi reported that PCM will send first notice of the Annual 

Meeting that will be held on April 29, 2017.  There are five seats available on the MVRIA 

Board; members who wish to run for the board need to give 40 days’ notice.  The 

meeting will be followed by an Organizational Board meeting, then by a picnic. 

4.  Treasurer’s Report:  Jennifer Peeples presented the financial report.  The Road Reserve 

account will soon have over $300,000.  Jennifer Peeples made a motion to accept the 

2017-2018 Proposed Budget.  The motion was seconded by Wendy Ying.  The budget 

included $21,000 needed to pay our legal fees for the Lyday lawsuit.  Trail maintenance 

on the operating budget was increased. All the trails will be mowed/maintained twice a 

year rather than once and as-needed. Other line items, including community and park 

maintenance and general maintenance, were included in the trail budget.  Annual Dues 

will be raised to $547 per year.  The budget was unanimously approved. 

5. Compliance, Construction, Parks, Mowing, Signs, Variances, Easements, and 

Overhanging Trees: Document Revision and Lawsuits:  Bill Still presented variance 

applications.  At 6770 Country Road, the pump house 8.3.x 16.4 rather than 10x10.  The 

homeowner has asked for a variance for the dimensions, the set backs are fine.  Bill Still 

made a motion to approve the variance; Jennifer Peeples seconded the motion.  The 

variance was unanimously approved.  5280 Howard Creek wants to replace their 

mother-in-law cottage.  It needs a 28” variance from the north boundary. It is not 

backed up to a saddle trail and is on the general footprint of the previous structure.  Bill 

Still moved to approve the variance, Heather Nestle seconded.  The variance passed 

unanimously.  4927 Old Ranch Road want to build a garage. The property is pie-shaped 

and has many large oak trees.  There is a clearing in the oaks, but a variance of 82’ is 

necessary.  Bill Still made a motion for the 82’ variance on the setback from Old Ranch 

Road.  Dan Taylor seconded.  The owners agreed that they will not clear the trees, and 

the structure will be screened from the road. The motion passed unanimously.   

There will be trial on March 10, 2017 at 11:00 am concerning the Lydays closing the 

saddle trail on their property. 

6. Saddle Trails and Ditches: Wendy Ying reported that documents revealed that the 

county put in the culverts and is responsible for their replacement.  FPL put in a culvert 

that is causing erosion.  Our lawyer will write letters to both FPL and the county. 

Wendy Ying made a motion to add Allen Reynolds to the Saddle Trail Committee.  The 

motion was seconded by Jennifer Peeples and passed unanimously. 

Wendy Ying made a motion to add Joe Harrison to the Sunshine Committee.  The 

motion was seconded by Jennifer Peeples and passed unanimously. 

7. Entrance Beautification:    

Jennifer Peeples reported that the signs were changed at the guardhouse.  The irrigation 



lines to each tree were connected.  Several members commented that the lights on the 

trees look beautiful.  Turfs Up has been very helpful watering the young oaks and 

spraying hydro-seed. 

Jennifer Peeples is working on getting a permit to change the signs at the entrance.  The 

stack stone and Myakka Valley Ranches placards for the signs are the last part of 

Entrance Beautification Phase One.   

Wendy Ying made a motion to register and compete in the County Neighborhood 

Challenge.  Vicki Butler seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

8. Disaster Preparedness:  There will be a meeting combined with the Trail Club meeting 

on March 1st at Jackie Vizzi’s home.  Bill Still will follow up with Greg about the radios.  

Bill Still and Logan Libertore will purchase the supplies needed for SART Disaster 

Preparedness.   

9. Trails n Tales: T-shirt sponsorship, Annual Meeting on April 29, 2017, March 1st meeting 

for Disaster Preparedness, the Neighborhood Challenge, Neighborhood Clean-up Day. 

10. Frank DiCicco made a motion to adjourn at 8:33; it was seconded by Jennifer Peeples.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:33 

 


